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Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen,

In the key questions put forward to the speakers by our hosts you ask us about the role of the enlarged EU in conflict prevention and enhanced economic security as well as  whether the enlarged EU will contribute positively to this?

I must say I was somewhat surprised about the last part of the question…….Let me at the outset recall that the European Union and its predecessors the European Coal and Steel Community, Euratom and the  European Economic Community have been the most successful peace  projects in world history. We have managed to end 500 years of “European Civil Wars”. The EU has gathered together nations which during last century’s civil wars lost tens of millions of their youth in battle. 

Since the Cold War ended we have built an area of democracy and stability from the Arctic Ocean to the Mediterranean and soon eastwards reaching the Black Sea. We have also offered the perspective of membership to the countries of the Western Balkans where during the last decade we witnessed, I hope, the last ethnic tragedies on our continent.

Let me now continue and try to elaborate what is our thinking and aims behind the Commission’s new Wider Europe initiative, today baptised as the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP).

On 1 May the Union will undergo one of its most dramatic and symbolic enlargements to date – 10 new countries with a total of 105 million inhabitants. 

Enlargement will also bring with it a plethora of new neighbours.. new or extended borders with Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, Belarus, the Black Sea- bringing it closer to the Caucasus and Central Asia. This provides us with a unique opportunity to strengthen cooperation with our neighbours in the East.

In view of this, the Commission has made it a strategic objective to promote a ring of well governed countries to the east of the EU and on the borders of the Mediterranean with whom we can enjoy close and co-operative relations. Our aim is to create an area of peace, stability, and prosperity based on shared values and common or converging interests. 

A new range of policies and instruments to this effect is well underway. Our Wider Europe task force has begun work on country-specific and tailor-made action plans, which will set out clear strategic policy targets, common objectives and political and economic benchmarks used to evaluate progress by our partners in key areas:

Notably, 

-cooperation in justice and home affairs; 

-infrastructure network development; 

-policies to promote people to people contacts (education, culture); 

-internal market issues; 

-enhanced political cooperation and cooperation in addressing common security threats and conflict prevention.  

Our action plans are being prepared in close consultation individually with each partner country and Commissioner Verheugen has already been visiting several of them for discussions. 

We welcome the considerable interest shown by our partner countries- Ukraine is eager to agree on an ambitious Action Plan and Algeria and Egypt would like to be included in the first wave of action plans.

As far as Russia is concerned- there is no opposition to the European Neighbourhood Policy, as long as it remains compatible with the existing EU-Russia strategic partnership and its own policy of cooperation with NIS neighbours. The Commission Communication of February 2004 on EU-Russia relations states that the envisaged Action Plan with Russia should be consistent with the EU’s Neighbourhood Policy.  

 In addition, the countries of the Southern Caucasus, and especially Armenia and Georgia have been asking to be included in the ENP. Following recent events in Georgia, the Commission has been incited by the Council to put forward a recommendation on the relationship of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to the ENP. This will be considered before the end of June. 

Consultations on draft action plans should be completed by March and the Commission will present its ENP package to the Council in May. This will include action plans for a first group of countries, country reports, and proposals on the post 2006 New neighbourhood instrument.

How will the European Neighbourhood Policy contribute to economic security?


Our post Cold War world has seen an increase in open borders, flows of trade and investment, development of technology and the spread of democracy. Yet many grave problems remain unresolved- economic disparities which lead to human trafficking; bad governance resulting in corruption; in addition to “traditional”   national terrorist attacks, we have been confronted with a new wave of international terrorists which have greatly shocked us and somewhat changed the perception of our priorities.

As I have already said enlargement of the Union is one of the greatest contributions to stability and security on the European continent – achieved in a mere 10 years. It will certainly create a common space to fight these evils and a haven of stability, prosperity, solidarity, democracy, and freedom. Our new neighbourhood policy aims at extending this area of shared values. Economically, enlargement itself will offer better market opportunities in a more stable economic and political environment. Yet common policies especially in the field of justice and home affairs are crucial to assist co-operation to fight the evils of the 21st century.

The Commission places great emphasis on good governance as the backbone of security-

 Good public and corporate governance and strong institutions are the essential foundations for a sound economy, which are able to attract investments, and thereby enable States to reduce poverty and equality, to increase social integration and opportunities for all and to protect the environment. 

Foreign direct investment is key to economic security and a stake in the internal market as envisaged by the ENP and financial and technical assistance in the creation of solid institutions will greatly enhance security prospects in a wider Europe. 

In this respect, we are also looking forward to offering our support to the OSCE’s new economic strategy document and continuing our close fruitful cooperation with UNECE and Council of Europe.

Thank you.

